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years you have devoted the best part of your energies to
supporting the men who are leading France directly to
ruin. We have nothing more to say to you/ Whereupon
Aulard took his revenge,
MYSELF : No!
CLEMENCEAU: Yes, indeed. Aulard is the man to
avenge himself behind those spectacles of his. There was
a commission to examine proposed text books; Aulardand
LansonI were members of it. In the bosom of this com-
mission they discussed my books and wanted to know if
they were suitable for young people to read, and Aulard
remarked: e They are rubbish. I have never been able
to read them myself/
MYSELF : And what did Lanson have to say to that ?
CLEMENCEAU: Well, Lanson did just this. ... He
raised his hands in the air and then let them fall back again.
MYSELF : Did he say anything ?
CLEMENCEAU: No, but that doesn't matter. I shall
not withdraw my friendship from him. What happened
will bother only him. We must begin with the principle
that professors cannot be courageous spontaneously, with-
out preparation. They don't have very rapid reflexes.
When Lanson has time to see what is coming, to stir his
pen reflectively in the ink, he is brave. That's about
what it comes to.
MYSELF : You are still determined not to stand at the
elections, sk ?
CLEMENCEAU : No, there is nothing more for me to do
in that way. Neither for me nor anyone else, for that
matter. The mechanism has been destroyed. There are
no longer any parties, neither majority nor opposition.
1 The historian of French literature.   Professor at the Sorbonne for several
years.   Clemenceau had a warm friendship for him.